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Photo: ShutterstockTime, venue, people, place. As businesses open up and events start happening again, I keep thinking about these factors. Spending a lot of time in an enclosed space with a lot of other people is not where I want to be on the COVID-19 risk spectrum. And that means no movies, to me, for a long time. But some theaters are opening. So are many other things
that rank quite high on the risk spectrum: Some churches are starting to have services in person again. The president held a rally. Restaurants in many areas are open for indoor dining. As the rules ease, we have to ask ourselves some strange questions: Is it safe to see a friend? Go to Read More I'm not interested in any of this, personally, as a customer. But I'm also worried
about the workers in these places, because they're subject to all our germs. As a customer, you can decide that you will still eat out occasionally, as a treat. As a server, you cannot decide to work occasionally. So as we see more opportunities to get out of the house, we need to weigh these risks carefully, because other people - companies, governments - are not necessarily
acting in our best interests at heart. Just because something's open doesn't mean it's safe. Cinemas are trying to keep their security measures thin, The Washington Post reports, because they fear people won't feel comfortable going at all if they're constantly reminded of how dangerous a movie can be. Maybe that's the way it should be. Businesses are reopening in many areas,
and it is perfectly understandable if you feel tempted to... Read morePersonally, I'm doing my best to avoid situations with: crowdsmaskless peoplesing or shouting indoor gatheringsexeal time periods near othersI'll go shopping. I could think, someday, of a short trip to the gym at off-peak times for some socially distanced squats. I'm not getting on a plane anytime soon, and I'm
definitely not going to be in a movie theater for two hours. You? Chances are, by this point in the year of the pandemic, you've had many family movie nights. We also had family movie afternoons and family movie on Saturday mornings. Maybe innovation wears thin and what was once a fun weekly treat is now just another mundane, self-is-the-best-we-can-do kind of activity. In
this case, it's time to turn your backyard into your family's private movie experience. Evaluate your spaceFirst you start equipping and get the kids all excited, you first need to determine if your outdoor space is really suitable for a theater that You certainly don't need three acres plus parking and a working snack booth, but you need to make sure that wherever you've created, you
have access to shops and space for a folding projector screen-or some kind of DIY version of a screen, but we'll get back to it. You'll also want to think through the design of your outdoor theater–not just how it looks right away, in the middle day, but how it looks at night. Are there traffic lights or lights in nearby houses that will shine on your movie screen? Particularly if diying your
screen, you will want to make sure that uncomfortably placed outdoor lighting does not hinder your view because the image quality will already be inferior to a real screen. Buy or make a screenCan you buy (and possibly mount) a foldable tape screen? Of course you can! And you can find some that aren't terribly expensive, depending on the size and style you go with. Here's what
our video team used above. But this is Lifehacker and the money is tight at the moment, so we encourage you to make one. With a sheet. Or another smooth, white cloth. (He'll be fine.) Exactly how you install or hang it will depend on the space you use—so channel your MacGyver interior—but the main point is to get it as stretched, wrinkle-free and motion-free as possible. Even
better? If you have a white garage door or a clear white wall of some sort on your property, that will probably work and you won't need to spend any money or build anything. If you regularly rip wrinkled sheets out of your bed to use as a makeshift projector screen, read moreFor projectors and speakers You need a projector that can connect to your smartphone, laptop, or game
system. This and this are both recommended by Lifehacker readers. If you want to go even cheaper, you could look for a used option in your area. A projector with a built-in speaker is your best, easiest bet. If that's not an option, though, and you don't already have outdoor speakers, you'll need some kind of portable speakers or a pair of basic computer speakers. Connect the
video signal from any device you use to play the movie to the projector, and then connect the audio signal from the device to the speakers. (And don't blow up these speakers unless you want to disturb the entire neighborhood.) Set your projector to a small, durable table or chair, aim it at the screen, and move it forward or backwards, as needed, to get the right image size. Include
children in the fun or take your date night going to the backyard as soon as they are in bed. Just pull some chairs or throw down some blankets, popcorn, crack open a few drinks, and voila! It's movie time. There are many notable new films that will hit the big screen this week. Can't decide which option to buy tickets for first? Here are our staff options for the top three moves to
check out in theaters this year 1. Fantastic Four Source: 20th Century Fox The latest Fantastic Four reboot stars Miles Teller, Michael B. Jordan, Kate Mara and Jamie Bell as Marvel's first superteam. The film follows the four young strangers as they head on a journey into an alternate universe that leads them to acquire amazing abilities and turns them from Reed Richards,
Johnny Storm, Susan Storm, and Ben Grimm into Mr. Fantastic, the human lens, invisible woman, and the thing, respectively. So far, the it hasn't generated the best response, with critics calling it boring and sluggish. Still, it's hard for comic book fans to resist watching the latest reboot. Plus, we can't help but be curious to see promising stars like Teller and Mara take on their first
superhero roles. 2. The gift source: STX Entertainment Joel Edgerton creepy thriller stalker stars Jason Bateman and Rebecca Hall as a married couple, Simon and Robyn, who have an unexpected encounter with an acquaintance from Simon's past. They don't know that Gordo's reappearance will send their lives into a terrifying setback. As Robyn learns what really happened
between Simon and Gordo, she begins to question how well she knows her husband. The gift is not the kind of movie you'd expect to see a funny actor like Bateman in, but it works somehow. The film has earned surprisingly positive reviews, scoring a 92% fresh score on Rotten Tomatoes. As Entertainment Weekly put it, Edgerton's script and direction show a strong
understanding of tension and what puts an audience on edge. 3. Dark Places Source: A24 Based on Gillian Flynn's novel of the same name, the thriller stars Charlize Theron as Libby Day, a haunted woman who, as a child, testified against her brother (played by Corey Stoll) for allegedly massacring her entire family. 25 years later, she was approached by a secret society that
specializes in complex, unsolved cases and believes her brother is innocent. As she tries to find out the truth, Libby is forced to face her traumatic childhood memories. The film has won mixed reviews, but with such stellar cast (Nicholas Houltz and Chloe Moretz also co-starring), Dark Places is definitely worth giving it a shot - especially if you're a fan of Flynn's twisty and
unpredictable stories. More from Fun Cheat Sheet: Blue Crush | Universal pictures For many folks - especially students for their annual school holidays - traditional summer activities can include a visit to the nearest beach to swim, surf, or just soak up the sun. However, for people who may not have the time to make it to the beach this summer or for those who are only interested
in enjoying the sea water and sand in an iconic sense, there are many films about the countryside and specifically, that area where the land meets the sea. From silly to serious, here are seven beach movies that you can stretch out and watch as many times as you want and still never get a sunburn. 7. Gidget (1959) This lightweight film about a ditzy young girl who discovers
California surf culture and finds true love was widely credited - or depending on your perspective - for the start of the teen beach party kind of movies. Gidget spawned several sequels and even more imitators, including another well-known beach party film series starring Frankie Avalon and Annette Funicello that were released in the 1960s. While Gidget has many beautiful shots
of California's sunny beaches, the movie features some of the corniest dialogue and siliest spontaneous serenade ever committed to the film. Gidget stars Sandra Dee as the title character, crooner James Darren as Moondoggie, and Cliff Robertson as Kahuna. 6. Blue Hawaii (1961) While Blue Hawaii is ostensibly the story of a young man's return to civilian life after a passage into
the army, the film is essentially an excuse for Elvis Presley to sing songs at the height of his popularity. However, fans of King's music will find a lot to love in this joyous musical romantic movie shot on the surprisingly beautiful beaches of Hawaii. As noted by IMDb, Elvis's performance garnered the film a Grammy nomination for best album soundtrack or recording of the original
cast from film or television. Blue Hawaii also stars an inappropriately young Angela Lansbury as a mother in elvis's character, a role that was only slightly less creepy than the mother who later played 1962's The Manchurian Nominee. 5. Forgetting Sarah Marshall (2008) Written by and starring Jason Segel, Forgetting Sarah Marshall is a comedy film about a music composer's
traumatic breakup with his longtime girlfriend and his subsequent recovery. However, in addition to making you laugh, forgetting Sarah Marshall can also make you want to head to Hawaii, where most of the film takes place. While the popularity of this film was undoubtedly due to the cast's comic talents rather than its stunning shots of the beaches of Hawaii, the central role that
beach culture and surfing plays in this film earns a place on this list of top beach movies. In addition to Segel, Sarah Marshall also stars Kristen Bell, Mila Kunis, Russell Brand, Bill Hunter and Jonah Hill. 4. The beach (2000) Not surprising for a film that tells the story of a secret island with a beautiful beach, The beach features some really amazing shots of the Thai coastline.
Despite starring Leonardo DiCaprio shortly after his titanic success, The Beach failed to please many viewers or critics when it was released. However, the beach scenery probably deserved an Oscar. 3. Jaws (1975) Unlike most of the films on this list, Jaws can really make you happy that you won't be going to the beach this summer. Steven Spielberg's blockbuster thriller about a
giant man-eating white shark includes some of the best-known beach scenes in cinematic history, including the infamous skinny immersion scene. Spoiler alert: Swimming doesn't end well. In the fictional seaside resort of Amity Island, Jaws was actually filmed in Vineyard in Massachusetts, according to the World Guide to Film Locations. 2. Blue Crush (2002) As Gidget, Blue
Crush tells the story of a young woman in love with surfing. However, this is pretty much where the resemblance ends. Unlike Gidget, Blue Crush features strong, independent female characters played by Kate Bosworth, Michelle Rodriguez, and Sanoe Lake - three surfers pursuing them surfing on Hawaii's famous North Shore. Not surprisingly, this film also features some
amazing shots of Hawaii's world-famous beaches. Surprisingly, Kate Bosworth has another remote connection to Ginget. Bosworth later portrayed Gidget actress Sandra Dee in Kevin Spacey's Bobby Darin biopic, Over the Sea. 1. Point Break (1991) Long before neo played in The Matrix, Keanu Reeves played surfer dude and undercover FBI agent Johnny Utah in Point Break.
Directed by Kathryn Bigelow of The Hurt Locker fame, Point Break tells the story of an illegal band of surfers who rob banks when they're not hitting the waves. In addition to Reeves, the film also features Patrick Swayze, Lori Petty, Gary Busey, and plenty of scenes of California's famed Malibu coastline. A remake of this classic 90s action movie is scheduled to be released this
Christmas. Additional reporting by Michelle Regalado Follow Nathanael on Twitter (@ArnoldEtan_WSCS) (@ArnoldEtan_WSCS)
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